Seaford Park Primary School
newsletter

A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome back to an exciting year ahead! As usual the year started with hot weather but we stayed cool inside
with our air conditioning. Thanks Kate for selling icy poles at lunchtime and after school. Please read on for the
following news:
Preps first day
A few reminders
Electronic communication board
Meet the teacher interviews for Years 1 – 6
Assembly – Term 1 dates and times
School Council Elections
Privacy Information
Corona virus update
Updated 2020 Staffing Profile

Preps 1st Day
It was a delight to see our new preps start their first day at Seaford Park.

They looked so grown up in their uniforms and ready to start their primary school journey. Welcome to you and
your parents.
More photos will be added to the website gallery soon.

Reminders
Due to OH&S regulations we require children to wear helmets when riding BICYCLES, SCOOTERS &
SKATEBOARDS to and from school. If your child travels to and from school
on a bicycle, scooter or skateboard without a helmet they will receive a reminder. If it happens again a teacher
will call the parent and the child may be banned from riding to school.
Please note the staff carpark is not available for parents except those displaying disabled stickers. This is to ensure the safety of our
children.
The teachers have reminded the children not to lend or borrow money from friends/class mates to purchase items from the canteen.
Siblings can buy for their brother or sister. This ensures that there are no problems regarding paying back or issues relating to
borrowing/lending.

It is vitally important for clothing, hats and food containers to be labelled so they can be returned to the rightful owner.
Breakfast Club is now open - Breakfast Club will run from 8.15am – 8.45am on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Come and enjoy a FREE
delicious breakfast, cereal, toast and fruit. All students welcome!
Please sign up to our COMPASS app. This is a major form of communication directly to those of you who have signed up. You will
need to get your unique password from the Office.

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website. For more information about privacy,
see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES / MOBILE PHONES
The Education Department has asked me to remind the community that there is no insurance for private property brought to school
by students, staff or visitors. This includes toys, sporting equipment, calculators, bicycles, scooters and electronic devices/ mobile
phones. DET does not hold Insurance for personal property and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. The
School Council approved the Electronic Devices/Mobile Phones Policy states, “Personal electronic devices such as ipods, ipads, mp3
players etc are not to be brought to school.”
Students who need to bring a mobile phone to school must hand it in to the Office at the start of the day and collect it at dismissal
time. Electronic devices must also be placed in the office.

ELECTRONIC SIGN
OUR NEW ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS BOARD
We have arrived! Our electronic communications board have been installed and will be another form of
communication to keep you up to date with all that is happening at our school.

MEET THE TEACHER
This year we will be conducting our Meet the Teacher information
sessions on Wednesday 12th February from 3.30-5pm and Monday 17th February from 3.30-4.50pm. Please fill
out the slip sent home with your child this week and return to your child’s teacher. You will be allocated a time
between 3.30 – 5pm.

THANK YOU
Thank you again Ron Jones for keeping the school grounds
Thank you again Ron Jones for keeping the school grounds so neat, tidy and alive. Ron spends numerous
hours tending to our gardens and grounds. A huge thank you!

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLIES in Term 1, 2020
Our Assemblies will be returning to Monday afternoons. Our
first assembly is on Monday 10th February.
At our assembly on Monday 24th February the school leaders will be presented with their badges by the Mayor
of Frankston Sandra Mayer.
The following assembly is on Monday 16th March.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
NOTICE OF ELECTION AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

NOTICE OF ELECTION AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
An election is to be conducted for members of the school council for
Seaford Park Primary School
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office and must be lodged by:
4.00pm on FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY.
The ballot will close at 4.00pm on FRIDAY 28th FEBRUARY.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be displayed at the school.
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as
follows:
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY TERM OF OFFICE

NUMBER OF POSITIONS

From the day after the date
Parent member

of the declaration of the poll
in 2022

DET employee member

4 parents

To and inclusive of the date
of the declaration of the poll

1 staff member

in 2022
Community Member

0 members

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the
key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of
education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category.
Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as
they are not engaged in work at the school.
A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the
total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their
special skills, interests or experiences. Department employees are not eligible to be Community members.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating
vacancies for the annual school council elections.
WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the
school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their children
feel a greater sense of belonging.
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. Councillors may need to develop skills and
acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire
to work in partnership with others to help shape the school's future.

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term one each year. However, ballots are only held if more
people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might consider
standing for election as a member of the school council
encouraging another person to stand for election.
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term one each year. All
school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself
in the Parent category.
Department employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to nominate for
parent membership of the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You will
receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the
two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
REMEMBER
Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
Consider standing for election to council this year
Be sure to vote in the elections.

Contact the principal for further information.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office and must be lodged by 4pm on Friday 14th February.

SCHOOL STAFF
Staffing for 2020 - updated
Staffing for 2020 - updated

Prep

Principal

Julie Braakhuis

Assistant Principal

Melanie French

Carrie Wilson

Prep

Emma de Rycke

Year 1/2

Georgia Younger

Year 1/2

Jodie Dahlstrom

Year 2/3

Helen Birch

Year 3/4

Anthea Argent

Year 4/5

Samantha Ades

Year 5/6

Jessica Townsend (3 days)/Melanie French (2 days)

Visual Arts P-6
Physical Education

Kylie Jones
Geoff Triplow

Performing Arts P-6

Kylie Jones

Indonesian P-6

Agapi Kanakaridis / Wayan Felberg

Teacher’s Aide

Jodi duGuid

Teacher’s Aide

Gaye Sloan

Teacher’s Aide

Samantha Cattle

Teacher’s Aide

Bonnie Diegan

Business Manager
Front of Office

Nadine Wright
Chris Sellers

CORONA VIRIS
Corona virus - Last updated 29 January 2020
An outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) was detected in Wuhan, China in late December 2019. Cases

have been reported predominantly in the city of Wuhan, in the Hubei province of China, as well as some other
Chinese cities and countries, including two confirmed cases in Victoria, Australia.

What is this virus?
Coronaviruses can make humans and animals sick. Some coronaviruses can cause illness similar to
the common cold and others can cause more serious diseases, including Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS).
The virus seen in Hubei Province, China is called ‘novel’ because it is new. It has not been detected
before this outbreak. Most people infected live in, or travelled to, Hubei Province, China. There have
been cases of 2019-nCoV reported in other Chinese provinces and other countries. It is likely that the
virus originally came from an animal, and there is now evidence that it can spread from person-toperson.
What are the symptoms?
Symptoms can include fever, cough, sore throat, or shortness of breath. Symptoms can take up to 14
days to develop.
What if my child is well, and returning to school after being in Hubei province, China or other
countries with cases in the last 14 days?
All students and staff members who have travelled to Hubei Province, China, are advised to
stay at home and avoid public settings, including attendance at schools and early learning
centres, until 14 days after last being in Hubei province, China.
Children and staff who are well and have travelled to other provinces in China, or any other areas
where there have been reported cases, are NOT recommended to be excluded from schools
and child care services unless the following applies:
The person is a confirmed case of novel coronavirus
The person is a close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus in the past 14
days
What if my child feels sick now or within 14 days of being in Hubei Province, China or another part of
China?
If your child has a cough, sore throat or shortness of breath, they must be excluded from school and be reviewed by a
doctor.
Seek medical attention but first place a mask on the student if you have one and call the doctor or hospital before you
attend. Tell them your child has been in Hubei province, China, or the location of travel within China.
When you get to the hospital or doctor’s clinic, tell them where your child has travelled in China and whether this included
Hubei Province. Ensure a mask is placed on your child before or as soon as you arrive at the medical facility.
If your child has severe symptoms, such as shortness of breath:
Call 000 and request an ambulance, and
Inform the paramedics where your child has been in China.

How can I help prevent the spread of 2019-nCoV?
Practising good hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence. The most important actions are:
Wash your hands often with soap and water
Cough and sneeze into your elbow

Where can I get more information?
For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus
For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus
For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus
WHO resources https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human Services, January 2020.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Please remember to mark these dates in your calendar.

DATES TO REMEMBER
2020

TERM 1
FEBRUARY
Monday 10th - Assembly
Wednesday 12th - Meet the Teacher
Monday 17th - Meet the Teacher
Monday 24th - Assembly
Friday 14th - Close of School Council Nominations
MARCH
Monday 16th - Assembly
Friday 27th - Easter Bonnet Parade & Easter Raffle Drawn
- Last Day of Term 1 early dismissal 2.30pm

TERM 2
APRIL
Tuesday 14th - Term 2 Starts
MAY
Wednesday 6th - Friday 8th - Years 5 & 6 Sovereign Hill Camp
JUNE
Monday 15th - Curriculum Day
Friday 26th - Term 2 finishes
TERM 3
JULY
Monday 13th - Term 3 starts
Friday 28th - Curriculum Day
Friday 18th Term 3 finishes
TERM 4
OCTOBER
Monday 5th - Term 4 starts
NOVEMBER
Wednesday 25th Curriculum Day
DECEMBER
Friday 18th - Term 4 finishes
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