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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday, May 4th     Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Meeting 

Tuesday, May 4th     Education Support Personnel Lunch 

Wednesday, May 5th    NAPLAN Equating Study 

Thursday, May 6th     Mother’s Day Celebrations (Stall, Afternoon Tea, Raffle) 

Monday, May 10th     Finance Subcommittee Meeting 

Tuesday, May 11th – Friday, May 14th  NAPLAN assessments (Years 3 & 5) 

Thursday, May 13th     Hot Food Day 

Friday, May 14th     Assembly (1/2Y) 

Monday, May 17th     Interschool Track Sports 

Tuesday, May 18th     School Photographs 

Wednesday, May 19th    National Simultaneous Storytime 

Thursday, May 20th     District Cross Country 

Thursday, May 20th     School Council Meeting 

Friday, May 21st     School Disco 

Wednesday, May 26th    National Sorry Day 

Thursday, May 27th – Thursday, May 3rd National Reconciliation Week 

Friday, May 28th     Community Maths Afternoon 

Tuesday, June 1st     Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Meeting 

Monday, June 7th     Finance Subcommittee Meeting 

Thursday, June 10th     Assembly (Indonesian) 

Thursday, June 10th     Hot Food Day 

Friday, June 11th     Curriculum Day (no school) 

Monday, June 14th     Queen’s Birthday (no school) 

Thursday, June 17th     School Council Meeting 

Friday, June 25th     Term 2 ends at 2:30pm 

Please note: all of the dates listed above are subject to change. 

Check the Compass calendar or the school website for more up to date information. 

https://www.seafordpark.vic.edu.au/mevents


 

 4 

Newsletter: April 2021 

CURRICULUM  

 Assessment forms a very important part of the teaching and learning 

program at school.  Teachers frequently run assessments (formal or 

informal) at the beginning of a unit of work to identify what the students 

know and the next steps in their learning (formative assessment).  As they 

work through the unit of work, they continue to formatively assess their 

students’ progress and the data they gather is used to inform future 

teaching.  There are also summative assessments that we carry out as a way of measuring 

student achievement. Some of these assessments are chosen locally while others are national, 

standardised assessments; NAPLAN, for example.  

The students in Year Three and Year Five will sit their NAPLAN assessments early in May.  It is 

important to remember, however, that these assessments are a measure on one day of the year 

and only form one part of the whole assessment process.  While the results of these assessments 

do provide useful information for us in relation to how we are 

doing as a school and how each student is progressing, we 

must view them as a small piece of a larger puzzle.  In addition 

to the regular NAPLAN assessments, Seaford Park Primary 

School has been selected to participate in the equating study this year.  This will involve the 

students in Years Three and Five sitting an additional assessment on the week before the official 

NAPLAN dates and is designed to enable the results for 2021 NAPLAN tests to be reported 

comparably with tests from previous years, on the same measurement scales.  If you have a child 

in Year Three or in Year Five, please support us by reminding them that there is no specific 

preparation required for these assessments.  The students will complete practice tests at school 

over the next few weeks so they are familiar with the wording of the questions and the structure of 

the tests.  Other than that, this is a great opportunity for each student to demonstrate what they 

know, what they have learned and what they will learn next.   

Teachers in classrooms also use the students’ work samples to assess their progress and 

achievement.  The authors in 1/2Y have been writing Narratives recently and are excited about 

sharing their sizzling starters with you – please see their article overleaf.  
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2022 

We are currently calling for enrolments for all of the children who live within our zone and all  

siblings of our current students for Prep 2022.  It is imperative that we have received the required 

documentation by the end of term so we can start planning for next year and so we know how 

many spaces we have to offer to families outside our zone.  Thirteen of our students will transition 

from Seaford Park Primary School into high school, which means we will have the space for one 

Prep grade.  If you have any questions or know of a 

family, friend or neighbour who would like to visit for a tour 

of our school, please direct them to our school website.  

Families of our Year Six students have received a hard 

and digital copy of the Application for the Year 7 

Placement 2022 and parent information.  Many of our 

local secondary colleges have had their open nights for 

the year, but if families were unable to attend, you can always book in for a school tour to ensure 

that you can access the information you need to make the best choice for your child/ren.  Parents 

can list up to three schools in order of preference in the application.  If your child is unable to be 

placed at your preferred school/s, they will be placed at your designated neighbourhood 

school.  Parents can locate their designated neighbourhood school using this website: 

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/ .  If parents would like assistance completing the 

documentation please see Anthea Argent, Nicola Daniel or Melanie French.  Parents are asked to 

return the completed Application for the Year 7 Placement 2022 form to Anthea Argent, Nicola 

Daniel or via email to seaford.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au by Friday 7th May so each form can 

be checked and processed within the mandated time frame. 

ANZAC SERVICES 

On Friday 23 April and Sunday 25 April some of the school leaders went to the Seaford RSL to 

take part in the ANZAC Service and pay our respects to those who have fought for our freedom. 

During our Art lessons we made wreaths from paper poppies and we laid them at the Cenotaph. 

The services were really beautiful and it was an honour to 

be part of the commemorations.  

Lily (School Leader) and Javier (House Leader) 

https://www.seafordpark.vic.edu.au/page/90/Enrolment-Information
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
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PLAY LEADERS – GAME OF THE MONTH 

Our favourite game to play last term during Play Leader Games was ‘Treasure 

Circle’. The Grade 1s, 2s and Preps enjoyed playing and had lots of fun.  

How to play: One student is picked to stand inside a hula hoop filled with bean 

bags. The rest of the players line up behind them, a little distance away. The 

players walk slowly towards the person in the hula hoop and when they turn around the players 

must freeze. If they are caught moving they are out. The game is won when either one of the 

players gets close enough to ‘steal’ a bean bag and get back to the start line before the ‘Treasure 

Protector’ catches them, or the ‘Treasure Protector’ catches a player moving when they turn 

around.  We are looking forward to playing more games on a Wednesday lunchtime this term.  

EDUCATION SUPPORT PERSONNEL LUNCH 

World Education Support Personnel Day is celebrated in May and the teaching staff of Seaford 

Park Primary School will mark the occasion by hosting a special lunch for our Education Support 

Personnel on Tuesday, May 4th.  The students will also be invited to 

celebrate the people who help to keep our school running on a daily basis 

through class-based activities.  If any parents and families would like to 

work together to create a card or a poster that we can use to decorate the 

staffroom for our special lunch, please feel free.   

MOTHER’S DAY  

Happy Mother’s Day to all of the important people in our lives who help and 

support us with unconditional love every day.  Our stall will take place on 

Thursday, May 6th, followed by our afternoon tea from 2:30pm.  Please contact 

the school office if you missed the information or have any further questions.  

COMMUNICATION 

Thank you to the families who took the time to provide feedback to us on our communication 

strategies in place.  The quantitative data indicates that: 

- There was strong support amongst the respondents for the monthly newsletter (56%) and 

the weekly videos (50%). 
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- Most respondents (72%) find the Calendar of Events in the monthly newsletters most useful 

in keeping up to date with upcoming events. 

 

-  12% of respondents believe there is ‘effective two-way communication between the 

parents and teachers.’ 

- 12% of respondents reported that ‘teachers communicate with me often enough about my 

child’s progress.’  

In order to improve the experience of parents in our school community, the staff have come up 

with the following actions: 

- Parents can now contact teachers directly using Compass.  To send an 

email, log into the website and you’ll see an option underneath your child’s 

name and photograph to ‘Send email to XXX’s teachers’.  If you would like to 

contact only the class teacher or only one of your child’s specialist teachers, you can 

remove the other teachers that appear by clicking on the red X beside their name. 

- Each year level team will send out an overview of their plans at the beginning of each term.  

This information will help you understand what your child will be learning that term so you 

can support them at home.  This will be supplemented by at least two updates throughout 

the term.  If you have any concerns about your child’s learning, please contact their teacher 

either by emailing them through Compass or by chatting to them before or after school.  If a 

longer conversation is required, you can make an appointment to meet with the teacher.  
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The staff of Seaford Park Primary School are committed to providing the best possible learning 

environment for your child and that can only be done with your support.  We will continue to survey 

parents as we work through specific areas but please feel free to contact the office directly if you 

have any feedback or ideas.  

COMMUNITY MATHS AFTERNOON 

In addition to the actions listed above, we are excited to announce that we will be opening up our 

doors on May 28th for our Community Maths Afternoon.  This event will mark Education Week and 

is designed to inform parents of the great work that is happening in your child(ren)’s classroom(s).  

Parents, carers and other relatives are invited to join us for an afternoon of fun Maths games that 

will focus on subitising and the wider Mathematics curriculum.  We will provide further information 

closer to the date but please keep that afternoon (from 2:30pm) free for now.   

As we will not be holding an assembly that week, the Preps, who were scheduled to present their 

class item on May 28th will work with Mr. Triplow to combine the PE and Prep Class Items.  

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

We are delighted with the concreting that was completed over the holidays and the shade 

structure outside the Prep building.  We have the Indigenous Garden planned for later this term 

and, once all of that is complete, we will let you know how we plan on further brightening and 

improving our school facilities.  

Parents, carers and family members who attend assembly will know that it can sometimes be 

challenging to hear the students through the speaker system in the Atrium.  Videos and other 

presentations are another challenge.  To rectify this, we are hoping to install a permanent audio-

visual system and need your help!  If you have any expertise or contacts in electrics or audio-

visuals and are willing to donate your time and knowledge to help us get set up, please let me 

know – you can email me directly or contact the school office by phone.   

 

 

mailto:patrick.halpin@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Audio-visuals%20in%20the%20Atrium
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OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE WORKING PARTY 

All parents and carers are invited to join us for our Outside School Hours Care Working Party 

meeting on Wednesday, May 5th at 1pm. At the meeting, we will discuss the results of the survey 

that parents completed and will decide if we will continue to the next stages of the process.  

Please email your expression of interest so I can share the webex meeting link.  If you can’t make 

it to the meeting but are interested in working with us going forward, please let me know.  

ONSITE VOLUNTEERS 

We are now permitted to allow parents and carers onsite for volunteering activities.  There are 

many whole school events with which we require assistance.  Some examples are weekly fruit 

cutting on a Friday morning, supervision of the Mother’s Day stalls, set up for Mother’s Day lunch, 

etc.  If you are interested in volunteering, please complete the following actions: 

1. Visit the ‘Get Involved’ page of our school website to watch our induction video, read our OH&S 

Handbook and complete the Google Quiz 

2. Apply for your Working with Children Check (if you haven’t already) and/or ensure that Seaford 

Park Primary School is listed as an organisation at which you volunteer 

3. Enter your email address into this Google Form to be added to the mailing list.   

Please note that you can complete these steps at any time and, if you decide you would like your 

details removed from our list at any time, you can simply reply to any of the emails you receive. 

AUSTRALIAN EARLY DEVELOPMENT CENSUS 

The AEDC is a nationwide data collection of early childhood development at the time children 

commence their first year of full-time school.  The AEDC highlights what is working well and what 

needs to be improved or developed to support children and their families by providing evidence to 

support health, education and community policy and planning.   

The AEDC is held every three years and 2021 marks the fifth round.  The students are not directly 

involved but the Prep teachers will be given some time out of their classrooms to input the data.  If 

you would like further information on the AEDC, please visit the government website.  

mailto:patrick.halpin@education.vic.gov.au?subject=OSHC%20Working%20Party%20Meeting
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRg29AIg5U9elRNpwSl67tZDaHR_qv6jA11XLXwzvK23Fd2w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.aedc.gov.au/parents/resources-for-parents
https://www.aedc.gov.au/parents/resources-for-parents
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ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 

While the Prep teachers complete the AEDC, the students in Years 4-6 are invited to provide their 

feedback on their school experience by responding to the Attitudes to School Survey.  The survey 

is mandatory in all government primary schools and the results are used to assess the school 

against certain criteria.  Later in the year, we will receive the data and no specific names will be 

linked to any particular responses.  Your child may mention it at home later this term or early in 

Term 3.  

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME 

  

NSS is held annually by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA).  This year, the 

chosen picture book is entitled, ‘Give me some Space!’ by Philip Bunting and will be read by 

NASA Astronaut, Shannon Walker, from the International Space Station on Wednesday, May 19th 

at 11am.  Every class in the school will be tuned in and you can too – register here and you can 

watch from home (it’s free!).  There are lots of other resources for you to explore and links to the 

readings from previous years on their website – happy exploring.   

RACV SAFETY SQUAD 

The RACV Safety Squad are visiting Seaford Park Primary School next Monday, May 3rd.  All 

students will attend a session throughout the day.  There is no cost or action involved for any 

family.  Please see the flyer across the next two pages for more information.  

 

https://www.alia.org.au/nss#About%20NSS
https://membership.alia.org.au/events/event/nss2021-5
https://membership.alia.org.au/events/event/nss2021-5
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COLOUR RUN AND COMMUNITY NIGHT 

After our very successful event in March, some of the students in 1/2DJ wrote a Recount.  We 

hope you enjoy!  

Being squirted with water and chalk powder was so much fun and exciting on last Friday’s 

Colour Run, says Oden. It began like a race with obstacles to challenge you. Pool noodles in 

all sorts of shapes slowed us down so that teachers could squirt us and the colour would stick. 

Taluna liked flipping in the tunnels. Bailey ran as fast as he could. Sophie loved the Colour 

Run. Noah had felt a bit nervous at the start and at the end he felt a little bit more nervous 

because we had to run again! Alexis thought the most fun part was when the teachers sprayed 

us with chalk powder.  

When the fete began, Jaxon really liked the shops - all of them! Loki’s favourite shop was the 

threaded teddies. Josh saw his karate teacher and really enjoyed the fairy floss.  Summer got 

a koala book and a blue bunny and she hugged it tight. 

Thank you for reading our story about the awesome Colour Run. We hope you had fun too! 

Our House Leaders (Olivia, Declan and Archer) wrote the following article: 

On the 26th March it was the school ‘Colour Run’. First the school got their colourful 

headbands and glasses on. Then we all excitedly went onto the oval and sat down. We did the 

colour run course in grades from Prep-Grade 5/6. Everybody loved getting coloured and 

sprayed with water by the teachers, staff and parents! After the run most of the school stayed 

for food, games and the fete. All in all it was a really fun night and everybody had a great time! 

 

Colour Run by Taluna 

Last Friday was a Colour Run at SPPS. All the children had to dress up in white and do an 

obstacle while the teachers squirted you with water and squirty bottles full of chalk powder.  

Next my class, 1/2DJ, went for a walk and then we went back to where the Colour run was 

happening and we got to go again! It was really fun. 

Finally I got to do some shopping. I got a soft doll named Miranda and went home. 
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Click here to watch our video slideshow.  

 

 

 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 

The following letter is from the Victorian Chief Health Officer to schools and their communities: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank students, staff, teachers, parents, and carers for ensuring a 
safe and successful start to the 2021 school year and to thank you for your cooperation during the 
short period of remote learning in February during the circuit breaker restrictions. 

As Term 2 commences, schools continue to be able to operate with a largely normal program of 
activity, enabling important on-site activities to return, such as school open days and working bees, 
with appropriate health and safety measures in place. 

Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly and successfully adapted to reduce the risk 
of COVID-19 transmission, embedding COVIDSafe principles by reinforcing good behaviours, creating 
safe spaces, adapting activities, and responding quickly to COVID-19 risk. 

While we have seen outbreaks emerge in Victoria, we have also witnessed our capacity to respond 
quickly to limit the impact of these outbreaks. 

Given the current very low risk of COVID-19 transmission in the community, continued high rates of 
testing and wastewater monitoring, and continued observance of health and safety measures in 
schools; those with medical vulnerabilities or their carers can feel reassured to continue to safely work 
and learn on school sites, and enjoy the benefits of doing so. 

It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant by staying home when unwell, performing regular 
hand hygiene, wearing a mask when required, and maintaining physical distancing from others when 
practical. 

Should cases of COVID-19 increase again in the community, I am confident that with COVIDSafe 
plans in place, alongside our ability to quickly identify and respond to cases, schools remain safe 
places for all staff and students. I also continue to be reassured by evidence that children are less 
impacted by the virus and are less likely to develop severe illness. 

The school community continues to have an important role to promote COVID-19 testing when a 
student or staff member has any symptoms, no matter how mild, and ensuring they remain home until 
they are well. Getting tested and staying home until results are known is critical to limiting community 
transmission. 

https://youtu.be/-P5qL9KxavI

