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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

TERM 1 

Wednesday, March 30th    Slime Run 

Friday, April 1st     Friends of our Gardens from 2:30pm 

Friday, April 8th     Volunteers’ Meeting 

Assembly at 1:30pm (Easter Bonnet Parade) 

       Term 1 ends – school finishes at 2:30pm  

TERM 2 

Monday, April 25th     ANZAC Day – no school 

Tuesday, April 26th     Term 2 begins 

Friday, April 29th     April Newsletter Published 

       Friends of our Gardens from 2:30pm 

Wednesday, May 4th     Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting 

       Wellbeing & Engagement Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, May 6th     Assembly at 2:45pm 

Monday, May 9th     Finance Subcommittee Meeting 

Tuesday, May 10th     Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, May 13th     Volunteers’ Meeting 

       Friends of our Gardens from 2:30pm 

Tuesday, May 17th     School Photos 

Thursday, May 19th     School Council Meeting 

Friday, May 20th     Assembly at 2:45pm 

Friday, May 27th     Friends of our Gardens from 2:30pm 

Wednesday, June 1st    Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting 

       Wellbeing & Engagement Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, June 3rd     Assembly at 2:45pm 

Monday, June 6th     Finance Subcommittee Meeting  

Please note: all of the dates listed above are subject to change based on logistics and the 

restrictions that are in place at the time. 
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 LEARNER AT THE CENTRE–DIVERSITY–SOCIAL NATURE OF LEARNING 

I’m pretty sure I speak for every single person in our community when I say how nice it has been 

to be able to learn and teach onsite this term without any anxiety about the potential return to 

remote learning. While there have been some families who have been forced into isolation 

because of individual cases in our community, there has been a real sense of calm around the 

school. It’s a real joy walking into classrooms and observing the students interacting so casually 

and comfortably with their classmates and their teachers – the result of the relationships that are 

built from daily face-to-face interactions.  

Our work on additive thinking has continued this month. I 

spent some time with the students in Years 3 and 4 this 

week and was impressed by their ability to articulate a 

range of strategies: MACA, COFL, CUT, CBF, Doubles, 

Near Doubles and COFL 123. The real indication of their 

understanding of the strategies was demonstrated by 

their ability to choose the most appropriate and efficient 

strategy for each problem they encountered. The 

conclusion they reached at the end of the discussion is 

that it’s important to learn about MACA and COFL 

because that helps to develop our understanding of number but, when it comes to problem 

solving, there are other, more efficient strategies that we now know and can use.  

Our work over the past 4 terms has been recognised by the Department of Education and we are 

looking forward to hosting a learning walk for 17 principals and learning specialists from the 

Beachside Network of Schools next week. In return for our hospitality, the Beachside Network 

invited some of our leadership team to attend a professional development session with the 

educational researcher, on whose work we have been basing our learning and teaching, Dianne 

Siemon.   

While our whole-school focus is on Maths, the students are also continuously improving their skills 

in reading, spelling and writing.  The students in 12J have been developing their authorship skills 

and have been putting together their own books. Have a look at the next page for some clues on 

what their stories are about! 
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 STUDENT LEADERS 2022 

Our student leaders were officially presented with their badges and vests at this week’s assembly 

by Sonya Kilkenny, MP.  They began their roles at the beginning of the year and have been very 

busy organising events and ensuring the efficient running of our school. The leaders will keep you 

updated through our monthly newsletters so make sure you keep an eye on what they are working 

on.  

 

 

School Leaders 

Amelia & Archer 

 

House Captains 

Fergus, Hannah, Meeka & Zade 

 

Play Leaders 

Alex, Bailee, Inca, Ruby, Sophia, Tiana, Xavier 

 

Environment Leaders 

Emmy & Grace 

 

Library Leaders 

Lilianna, Mitchell, Mya & Patrick 

 

Communication Leaders 

Felicity & Grace 
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 LIBRARY LEADERS 

Name: Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Cabin Fever 

Author: Jeff Kinney 

I recommend this book for students in Grades 3 to 6 

I chose this book because I loved the first one. What happens is Greg 

is experiencing winter and is trying to earn money. 

My favourite part is the snowball fight, and it was really enjoyable 

because there were a lot of people, and it was an amazing idea by the 

author and illustrator. 

It was amazingly good, and I hope you enjoy it and also this book has 

a lot of words so you will enjoy for sure!  

I rate it 9.5/10. 

Patrick 

HOUSE LEADERS 

The House Leaders are working on names for each of the rooms in our school.  We will start with 

themes for each wing and each room will be named following that theme.  For example, we might 

call one of the wings ‘Australian Animals’ and the rooms in that wing might be ‘Kangaroo,’ ‘Wombat,’ 

‘Tasmanian Devil,’ ‘Koala,’ and ‘Quokka.’  If you have any great ideas, speak to any of the House 

Leaders. 

SMILE SQUAD 

The team from Smile Squad will be returning to us again this year following on from the massive 

success of last year’s program.  Please keep an ear out for updates as we organise the logistics and 

make sure you get your forms back to us as quickly as you can so your child/ren don’t miss out.  
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 SLIME SPECTACULAR 
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  BEACHSIDE NETWORK LEARNING WALK 

On Tuesday 29 March we welcomed visitors from a neighbouring network into our school 

for a Learning Walk. The group included the SEIL (Senior Education Improvement Leader), 

EIL (Education Improvement Leader), Principals, Assistant Principals and School 

Leadership staff. The purpose of the visit was to learn about the impact Seaford Park 

Primary School is having on student outcomes through the PLC improvement cycle. 

Members of the SIT team presented to them prior to the 

walk, giving them a context of the processes we have 

followed, and the work we have put in so far. The staff 

collectively put in a lot of effort planning engaging 

activities that would showcase our Maths Enhancement 

sessions, and all the work the students have 

accomplished with their learning and educational experiences. 

 

The feedback from the visitors was full of positives and compliments. They were impressed 

with the unity of the staff, the engagement of the students and how the progression of skills 

from F-6 was clearly evident. They all commented on how the common language of our 

current focus (additive thinking) was used across the school. 

Special thanks to the staff who welcomed the visitors into their classrooms and the 

students, who were respectful, welcoming and happy to chat to explain what they were 

doing in their respective classrooms.  

 

We have a lot to celebrate and be proud of here at Seaford 

Park – well done to everyone, especially our fantastic 

students!! 

 



 

 10 

Newsletter:  
March 2022 

 LOTE AT SEAFORD PARK 

Thank you to all of the parents who provided feedback on the language that we teach at Seaford 

Park Primary School.   

- All year levels from Prep to 6 were represented by the 29 respondents 

- 76% of respondents are in favour of changing the language from Indonesian to Auslan 

 

Our next step is to find and recruit an Auslan teacher, which we will begin in Term 3. There is 

currently a shortage of Auslan teachers in the state so we will keep you posted on our progress.  If 

you know of a VIT registered teacher who can teach Auslan, please advise them to watch out on 

Recruitment Online or to make contact with the school. If we are unable to recruit a suitably 

qualified teacher, we will continue with Indonesian in 2023.  

POLICY REVIEW 

We did not receive any feedback from parents on our attendance policy. It has now been taken by 

the Wellbeing & Engagement Subcommittee of School Council for review, after which it will be 

presented to School Council for their comment.  

At our March meeting, the Curriculum Subcommittee presented our reviewed Homework Policy to 

School Council. It was passed without any comments or amendments.  

 

 

https://www.seafordpark.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1648105637homework_policy.pdf
https://www.seafordpark.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1648105637homework_policy.pdf
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 SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Our new School Council met for the first time on March 17th and we elected our office bearers 

from now until March 2023. 

 President  Kylie Tomlinson 

 Vice President Sarah Argles 

 Treasurer  Nicole Kovach 

 Minute Taker  Claire Turner 

It is exciting to have three new members on School Council, all of whom are parent members.   

MARCH AWARD WINNERS 
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 TEAMKIDS 
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 There has been a lot of discussion around the school in relation to the start and finishing time of 

the before and after school service. Currently, the team start at 7am and finish at 6pm but there 

are some parents who would like us to extend our hours, beginning earlier and/or finishing later. 

This will impact on the price in the morning by $2.50 per child in the morning and $3 per child in 

the afternoon. We will only extend the hours if we have enough of demand so please complete this 

survey to have your say.   

IGNITE THE SPARK 

Over the past 12 months, we have locally raised almost $60,000 as part of our Ignite the SPark 

compaign, including our successful grant application for a shade sail over the centre of our 

Indigenous Garden.  We have used those funds to: 

- Install blinds in our classrooms to regulate the temperature for our students 

- Build a shade structure, connecting the portable to the main school building 

- Replace the furniture in 3 of our classrooms (Prep and the Year 5/6 rooms) 

- Add some colour to the pathways around the school, including the activity trails 

- Install a shade sail over the central area of the Indigenous Garden.  

Our focus for Term 1 has been on the replacement of our classroom 

furniture.  Thanks to the generous voluntary contributions of parents, we 

have now raised enough money to replace the furniture in the next two 

classrooms. We are hoping to finish off the generalist classrooms using 

the funds raised through our Slime Run, which is scheduled for 

Wednesday, March 30th (please see the schedule for the afternoon on 

the right). 

Slime Run 

Time Grade 

12pm 34T 

12:25pm 34A 

12:50pm 56W 

1:15pm 56S 

1:40pm 12Y 

2pm 12J 

2:20pm 12S 

2:40pm Prep 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSHhICgcCkuwngoWJn8JMdcOuBPpBI2YMd4xpcWCSzQobelQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSHhICgcCkuwngoWJn8JMdcOuBPpBI2YMd4xpcWCSzQobelQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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VOLUNTEERS 

Our volunteer mailing list is growing, and we have lots of exciting events coming up over the next 

few months.  We have also established a Facebook Messenger group so we can keep in contact 

with each other – if you would like to be added to the mailing list and/or the Facebook Messenger 

group, please let me know. 

The group meet in the canteen every Friday morning to cut up fruit that is brought to the 

classrooms for the students to enjoy and have started planning for some big events in Term 2.   

Every non-assembly Friday, all parents, carers and community members are invited to come to the 

school from 2:30pm to help us maintain the fantastic gardens we are lucky to have. Whether you 

can donate the full 50-minutes before your child finishes school or can even give us 10 minutes of 

your time, we would be very grateful. This will ensure that our facilities are well maintained and 

accessible for the students and their families.  

 

 

mailto:patrick.halpin@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20contact%20list
mailto:patrick.halpin@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20contact%20list
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