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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday, May 4th     Mother’s Day Stall 

Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting 

       Wellbeing & Engagement Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, May 6th     Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea (no assembly) 

Sunday, May 8th     Happy Mother’s Day 

Monday, May 9th     Finance Subcommittee Meeting 

Tuesday, May 10th     Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, May 13th     Volunteers’ Meeting 

       Friends of our Gardens from 2:30pm 

Monday, May 16th     Cookie Dough orders open 

Wednesday, May 18th    Education Support Personnel Appreciation Day 

School Photos* 

Thursday, May 19th     School Council Meeting 

Friday, May 20th     Assembly at 2:45pm 

       Bingo Night 

Friday, May 27th     Friends of our Gardens from 2:30pm 

Monday, May 30th      Smile Squad visit begins 

Wednesday, June 1st    Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting 

       Wellbeing & Engagement Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, June 3rd     Assembly at 2:45pm 

Monday, June 6th     Finance Subcommittee Meeting  

Tuesday, June 7th     Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Meeting 

Thursday, June 9th     Retirement Celebration for Geoff Triplow (Adults only) 

Friday, June 10th     Curriculum Day 

Monday, June 13th     Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Please note: all of the dates listed above are subject to change based on logistics and the restrictions that are in place 

at the time. 

* Please ensure you have the correct date for School Photos – I made an error in last month’s newsletter so please 

adjust your calendar accordingly. 
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 LEARNER AT THE CENTRE–DIVERSITY–SOCIAL NATURE OF LEARNING 

Welcome back for Term 2! We hope you all had a lovely break and got plenty of rest of play! The 

end of last term was busy and it all came together with our Easter Bonnet parade on the last day of 

term. Thank you to the volunteers who worked together to organise everything and to the students 

who designed and created some fabulous bonnets.  

Through Term 1, the staff at Seaford Park Primary School have been focusing very heavily on 

Additive Thinking as part of our daily Maths Enhancement sessions. We explicitly taught the 

students strategies that they can use when they encounter a worded problem and the students 

experimented with concrete materials.  There were a number of outcomes of this work: 

- The students’ understanding of number and how numbers and digits relate to each other 

deepened.  This helps to reduce the cognitive load when they encounter other concepts across 

the Mathematics Curriculum as they are clear on what the numbers mean. 

- The students have become more critical of the strategies that they were using and identified 

that some of the basic strategies were not very efficient and slowed them down.  This is an 

important disposition that our learners will need as they grow into critical and creative thinkers. 

- The students can articulate the most effective strategies available to them and are now using 

the language of Mathematics spontaneously to explain their thinking and prove their answers.  

- Over 90% of our students from Prep – Year 6 learned how to apply at least one new strategy 

and there is a plan in place to further support the students who are working towards mastering 

the skills. 

- The teachers have a deeper understanding of Additive Thinking and best practice in relation to 

learning and teaching. They will use this new knowledge in all of their Maths lessons and across 

the curriculum. 

Our focus will remain on Additive Thinking this term as we further develop our skills in teaching 

Mathematics. Over the next few weeks, you should hear your child speaking more confidently 

about their work in Mathematics so please take time to chat to your child about what they are 

learning during Maths Enhancement – you may need to research some of the phrases and terms 

you hear! 

The students in 1/2S finished Term 1 learning about data and graphing – have a look on the next 

page for more about their exciting work.  
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 STUDENT LEADERS 2022 

SCHOOL LEADERS 

Reminder to students and families: Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea is on Friday, 6th May from 2:30 

until 3:30pm; there will also be a raffle.  The Mother’s Day Stall will be held on Wednesday, 4th May 

and all classes will attend sometime during the day.  Don’t forget to bring money.  

 

Archer 

LIBRARY LEADERS 

Name: Sky Dragon 3: Ride the Wind 

Author: Anh Do 

The book was interesting, it was really action packed and the 

storyline of where it went was amazing. My favourite part was 

the ending and the true reveal that a villain named trouble 

(who rolls a dice and gets what he wants) has the power to 

make bad things happen without the dice!  The main 

character is fascinating, and the powers of the villains and 

heroes are amazing. The main character (Amber) is 

collaborating with the heroes to save the city, her identity and 

everyone in between. The book and storyline of it moved very 

quick so it catches your attention quickly with a bang with lots 

and lots of action. 

 

I really enjoyed the book and I think I would recommend it to 4/5, and I hope that Anh Do makes 

more books in this series because it is action aplenty and funny at the same time being easy to 

read. 

Mitchell 
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 MATHS CHALLENGE 
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 TEAMKIDS 

 
 

We had four responses to our survey on the extension of TeamKids hours, 2 of whom expressed 

an interest in starting earlier and one seeking an extension at the end of the day. Feedback will be 

presented to School Council and to TeamKids to decide the next steps.  
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 POLICY REVIEW 

We are currently reviewing our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy and would 

appreciate your feedback. Please see the policy at the end of this newsletter and email any 

comments or questions you have to me.  

IGNITE THE SPARK 

Over the past 12 months, we have locally raised over $40,000 as part of our Ignite the SPark 

campaign, including our successful grant application for a shade sail over the centre of our 

Indigenous Garden.  We have used those funds to: 

- Build a shade structure, connecting the portable to the main school building 

- Replace the furniture in 3 of our classrooms (Prep and the Year 5/6 rooms).   

- Add some colour to the pathways around the school, including the activity trails 

- Install a shade sail over the central area of the Indigenous Garden.  

Our focus for Term 1 has been on the replacement of our classroom furniture.  Thanks to the 

generous voluntary contributions of parents, we have now raised enough money to replace the 

furniture in the next two classrooms and are currently working on the completion of the ground 

marking around the school.   

 

 

 

mailto:patrick.halpin@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Photographing,%20Filming%20and%20Recording%20Students%20Policy
mailto:patrick.halpin@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Photographing,%20Filming%20and%20Recording%20Students%20Policy
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 VOLUNTEERS 

Our next volunteers meeting will be held on Friday, May 13th at 9:30am.  If you would like to be 

added to the mailing list, please let me know.   

As well as the regular volunteering opportunities (Friends of our Gardens), the upcoming events 

include: 

- Mother’s Day Stall and Afternoon Tea  

- Bingo Night 

- Hot Food Days 

- Distribution of Cookie Dough 

RESILIENCE, RIGHTS & RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

This year, SPPS has started a two-year teaching cycle called Resilience, Rights and Respectful 

Relationships. The first year of the program involves students engaging in a range of activities that 

aim to build and maintain wellbeing. In 2022 our students will participate in lessons from four core 

units that aim to develop their social and emotional capability. 

The first unit is Emotional Literacy, it supports students to develop the ability to understand 

themselves and other people. Activities in this unit include recognising and expressing emotions, 

building empathy, and developing the vocabulary to articulate thoughts and feelings. The Personal 

Strengths unit draws on research from the field of positive psychology and helps students to 

recognise and identify their individual strengths and positive qualities. Positive Coping shows 

students how to recognise the value of using productive coping strategies. The idea is that they 

develop a range of strategies to draw on and use when faced with difficult situations. Finally, 

students will complete activities from the Problem Solving unit. In this unit, students draw on the 

skills they have previously learnt and apply them to scenarios that explore personal, social and 

ethical dilemmas. 

Next year, students will complete activities from remaining units; Stress Management, Help-

Seeking, Gender and Identity, and Positive Gender Relations.  

If you would like to learn more about Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships, please see 

the Department of Education and Training’s website.  

 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R
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 SMILE SQUAD 

Following the assessments carried out in 2021, Smile 

Squad will return this term to apply fluoride to any children 

whose families consented as part of the initial treatment.  

They will be in touch with all families over the next few 

weeks to confirm consent.   

Their intention is to return in Term 4 for another round of check-ups so please keep an eye out on 

the notices and consent forms at some stage in Term 3.  

RAPID ANTIGEN TEST SURVEY FOR PARENTS 

The Department of Education and Training has identified Seaford Park Primary School to take part 

in a short survey on the implementation of the rapid antigen testing program in schools. This link 

will remain open until 9am on Monday, May 9th. The survey takes approximately 3 minutes to 

complete.  

PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 

    

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdhhschange.syd1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_d6HoFq2NndjWxDM&data=05%7C01%7CPatrick.Halpin%40education.vic.gov.au%7C570a1c7274d1403b567208da29ae68b7%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637868126303293377%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cSkAmti2aowLqjXw2Py0c6Vmj33gMZoT5oTsgbl6%2FqM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdhhschange.syd1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_d6HoFq2NndjWxDM&data=05%7C01%7CPatrick.Halpin%40education.vic.gov.au%7C570a1c7274d1403b567208da29ae68b7%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637868126303293377%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cSkAmti2aowLqjXw2Py0c6Vmj33gMZoT5oTsgbl6%2FqM%3D&reserved=0
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