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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Seaford Park Primary School Community acknowledges the Bunurong 

People, the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated.  

We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging, and we 

acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in our community.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

September 2023 

Term 

Week 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Notes 

Term 3 
August 

1 To complete the Parent, 
Caregiver and Guardian 
Opinion Survey, please click 
here or scan the QR code 
 

 
 
More information can be 
found in the article in this 
newsletter and on Compass 

Week 8 Assembly 

Term 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Week 9     

Parent, 
Caregiver and 
Guardian 
Opinion Survey 
closes 

Term 3 11 12 13 14 15 

Week 10 

Native Animals 
Incursion 
(Years Prep - 4) 

   

Last Day of 
Term – school 
finishes at 
2:30pm 

Term 18 19 20 21 22 
Holidays No school No school No school No school No school 

Term 25 26 27 28 29 
Holidays No school No school No school No school No school 

October 2023 

Term 

Week 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Notes 

Term 4 2 3 4 5 6 

 

Week 1 Term 4 begins     

Term 3 9 10 11 12 13 
Week 2      

Term 3 16 17 18 19 20 

Week 3 
Finance 
Subcommittee 
Meeting 

  

Buildings and 
Grounds 
Subcommittee 
Meeting 

 

Term 3 23 24 25 26 27 

Week 4    
School Council 
Meeting 

 

Term 3 30 31 
November Week 5   

   

November 2023 

Term 

Week 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Notes 

Term 3 

October 
1 2 3 

 
Week 5   

Remembrance 
Day Rotations 

Term 3 6 7 8 9 10 

Week 6 
Curriculum Day 
– no school 

Public holiday – 
no school 

Year 3-4 Camp 
begins 

 
Year 3-4 Camp 
ends 

Please Note: all of the dates listed above are subject to change 

https://www.orima.com.au/parent
https://www.orima.com.au/parent
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LEARNER AT THE CENTRE–DIVERSITY–SOCIAL NATURE OF LEARNING 

Thank you to all the parents, carers and guardians who have completed our survey. Over half of 

our families have responded, which provides valuable information for our school as we head into 

our review. We are incredibly grateful to the students who encouraged parents to scan the 

barcode and answer the questions, to School Council for promoting the survey in our community 

and to everybody who took the time out of their busy day to provide their 

feedback. If you haven’t completed the survey yet, there is still a few days 

left – simply scan the QR code using the camera app on your mobile 

phone and enter the School PIN, which you’ll find on Compass (we are 

not permitted to publish the PIN on any communication that is distributed 

outside our closed networks). Parents, Caregivers and Guardians are 

invited to inform the school office once the survey is complete so we can deliver a very special 

badge to their child/ren as a thank you.  

As we head towards the end of Term 3, I want to acknowledge the dedication and commitment of 

the staff who have stepped up and supported their colleagues as we have struggled through 

staffing shortages. We have been forced to cancel specialist classes, take on extra responsibilities, 

cover additional classes and skip lunch to supervise playtime. All the staff have attended to the 

extra workload with a smile. For that, I am very grateful, and I hope that the parent community take 

the opportunity before the end of the term to express their appreciation. This week, we completed 

the recruitment process and have employed an additional teacher, Ishak Bashir, who will work with 

us until the end of the year. Ishak will step in to take classes when teachers are absent and will 

provide time release for teachers to complete tasks associated with our school review that will run 

in Term 1. We have also completed the recruitment process for an integration aide. We will be sad 

to bid Natalie Shannon farewell at the end of Week 9 but wish her all the best of luck as she 

engages in her early childhood education studies. Casey Dawson will begin with us on the first day 

of Term 4.  

The students have absolutely loved engaging in their weekly Auslan lessons this year. It’s exciting 

to see the students signing to each other on the yard and during transitions around the school. 

They are excited by and energised about this new method of communicating. Have a read about 

what they have been studying on the next page.  
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STUDENT LEADERS 

The student leaders have spent Term 3 reviewing the Bullying Prevention Policy, which can now 

be found on our school website. Please have a read through and send any feedback you might 

have to the school office.  

SCHOOL LEADERS 

FLAG POLES 

Our new flag poles were installed at the end of last term out the front 

of the main building as you would have seen. On Wednesday, the 

12th of July, we had our first ever raising of our flags done by the 

School Leaders and House Leaders.  

 

All students and special guests from the RSL and The Department of Education joined our leaders 

in the first raising of the flags. We have a plaque that represents the Navy, Army and Airforce in 

front of the flags. We had Jan come down from the RSL to teach us how to raise and lower the 

flags and in future all of the leaders will know how to put up the flags. 

 

https://www.seafordpark.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/bullying_prevention_policy_2023.pdf
https://www.seafordpark.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/bullying_prevention_policy_2023.pdf


 

 6 

Newsletter:  
August 2023 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 

INTERSCHOOL SPORTS 

In the past 5 weeks, the 5/6 students have had their practice 

matches for lighting premiership. We have versed four 

schools: Kananook, Belvedere, Mahogany Rise and Aldercourt. 

Unfortunately, we were unable to verse St Anne’s. 

The lighting premiership is on the 25th of August. We will be 

traveling to Mahogany Rise to play with all the 5 different 

schools. The students will play 3 different sports Netball, T-ball and Football. We are all hoping that 

we have a very good time and wish us luck! 

LIBRARY LEADERS 

FRANK’S RED HAT 

By Sean E. Avery 

 

Frank’s Red Hat is a story about a penguin called Frank, who is 

known for his inventions and new ideas. His group of penguins 

get nervous about his creations because they fear that they will 

cause trouble. Their fears cause Frank to lose belief in himself 

until one day an unexpected neighbour is interested and wants to 

try one of his new inventions. The story is about never giving up 

on your dreams because one day they will be appreciated.  

Frank’s Red Hat is in our library now, ready to be borrowed. 

How about you give it a go? 

By Benji 
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PLAY LEADERS 

Every Thursday the kids have been participating in the games we 

play. We have been playing games such as Temple run, Octopus 

and Chicken or Hero and will play games such as Tails or Sharks 

and Mouse. We have made a lot of progress throughout Term 3. 

We will also be giving out a lot of tokens on Fascination Friday so 

that's something to look forward to. We will only be giving tokens 

out to people who show Diversity, Social nature of learning and Learner at the centre. Those 

tokens will go forward to the House Leaders. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 
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ATTENDANCE 

Our whole school attendance rate is currently 90.4%.  On average, the number of unapproved 

absences for each student is 4.2 days.  Could parents please make sure that they log in to 

Compass and make an absence note if their child is not coming to school. 

If your family is planning on going on holiday during school time, please write an email to Mr 

Halpin. We need to keep track of people who are going on holidays and if they are away for an 

extended period of time, we provide them with some work to do. 

This term, the Student Action Team for Improved School Attendance have rewarded twelve people 

with a special lunch.  Student attendance is monitored each fortnight and those children who have 

attended school regularly go in the draw for a special lunch which is awarded at each 

assembly.  One award is given to a student in each learning area of the school, Junior (Prep to 

Year Two) Middle (Years Three and Four) and Senior (Year Five and Six).   

Each term we have a major prize draw for the children who have achieved 95% attendance or 

above without being late to school.  Periods of illness are removed from the data because we 

cannot help being sick and we certainly can’t come to school when we are sick.   

Term One’s major prize was a family pass to Funtopia and was won by Sam in Year 6.  The major 

prize for Term Two was a family pass to Bounce in Keysborough; Mackenzie B was awarded this 

prize.   

Members of our Student Action Team for Improved School Attendance wrote to these two 

organisations and asked them to support our school by providing attendance prizes.  We are very 

grateful for their support!  I wonder what we can secure for Term Three’s prize. 

The photos below show our high attenders enjoying their special lunches.  If you attend school 

every day without being late for the next two weeks… 

… this could be you! 

 
 

 



 

 9 

Newsletter:  
August 2023 

IGNITE THE SPARK 

Over the past 12 months, we have raised over $35,000 locally as part of our Ignite the SPark 

campaign. We have used the money raised to : 

- Replace the furniture in five more classrooms 

- Replace the goal posts on the oval, some of which have been installed, and purchase new 

safety pads 

- Upgrade our reading resources in the classrooms and in the school library 

Our current focus is on providing high quality take-home books for the students so they can 

practise their targeted skills with their family and friends. We are hoping to pay for our new 

resources with $10,000 coming from the school budget and the remaining $10,000 paid for using 

locally raised funds. Once we have achieved this fundraising target, we will begin working on 

replacing all of the bubbler taps around the school with more functional and user-friendly 

alternatives.  

We are very grateful to all families who continually support our efforts.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 10 

Newsletter:  
August 2023 

STUDENT AUTHORS 

Congratulations to the students in Year 5 and 6 who launched two books this term. Both year 

levels were supported by acclaimed children’s writer, Andrea Rowe, who wrote Jetty Jumping. 

Jetty Jumping won the Children’s Book Week Council of Australia’s Early Childhood award in 

2022. We are grateful to Ardoch for their support with this Writers in Residence program and 

encourage everybody to borrow the books from our library.  

PROBLEM SOLVERS OF SEAFORD PARK 
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Story Author 

The Beginning Of The End Bayden 

The Missing Shadow Benjamin 

Where Is My Dog’s Poop? Cooper 

Stage Fright Dakota 

Evil Chicken Nuggets Daniel 

The Bully Dylan 

I Would Rather Be In A Room of Snakes Than See An Insect Harper 

River Fear Imogen 

I Just Lost My Toddler Jackson 

Stuck In The Internet Jet 

Where’s The Power? Leo 

The Voice Leona 

The Tissue Box Quinn 

The Stalker Owen 

Where Is My Cat? Rory 

The Chase Samantha 

Weekends Are Banned Samuel 

The High School Drama Trap Sophie-Lea 

I Thought I Could Control My Voice? Taylah 

Confidence Stella 
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THE LITTLE BOOK OF BIG MYSTERIES 

Story Author 

The Lost Horse Alex 

The Footsteps Ash 

The Power Of The Potion Bailee 

Sushi Madness Beau 

Shoreline Bonds Felicity 

Abandoned Cameron 

The Nullverse Jackson 

The Mystery Door Kianie 

An Endless Loop Keira 

Strange Wonderland Kelsey 

The Quest Logan 

The Mysterious Land Maddox 

The Mysterious Explosion Mitchell 

The Journalist Noah 

The Magic Mission Pagan 

The Shut Down Patrick 

Where’d The Cat Go? Ruby 

The Key Of Inner Beauty Shriya 

The Scary Forest Sophia 
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TEAMKIDS 
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You are invited to TeamKids' EPIC Spring Dance Party. Dance shoes on and get ready to bust 

those moves for the celebration of the term! You don't want to miss out on this unbe-LEAF-able 

event 🌸🍃 

Did you know that you could be making great savings on your Before, After & School Holiday 

Care? CCS can now cover up to 90% of your childcare costs, depending on your combined 

annual income, covering incomes of up to $530,000! Getting assessed is EASY. Simply follow a 

few simple steps and you could be making great savings. 

So, families will be getting cheaper care and more families 

will have access to TeamKids! 

Now even more children will enjoy our epic clubs, events, 

fun zones, yummy food, friendly Educators and more! For 

more information, check out the following links:  

• Factsheet detailing the changes 

• Child Care Subsidy Calculator 

https://www.education.gov.au/child-care-subsidy-campaign/resources/changes-child-care-subsidy
•%09https:/www.startingblocks.gov.au/child-care-subsidy-calculator
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