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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, July 12th     Term 3 Begins 

Friday, July 16th      Interschool Sports 

Year 5 Secondary College Experience 

Monday, July 19th     Parent Opinion Survey Opens 

Tuesday, July 20th     Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Meeting 

            Hot Food Day orders due back 

Wednesday, July 21st    Hot Food Day 

Friday, July 23rd     Interschool Sports 

Year 5 Secondary College Experience 

Assembly (5/6AD) 

Monday, July 26th     Finance Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, July 30th      Interschool Sports 

Year 5 Secondary College Experience 

Tuesday, August 3rd     Senior School Excursion (Moonlit Sanctuary) 

       Year 7 Placements Announced 

Thursday, August 5th    School Council Meeting 

Friday, August 6th     Interschool Sports 

Year 5 Secondary College Experience 

Assembly (4/5A) 

Monday, August 9th     Excursion Moonlit Sanctuary (Prep-2) 

Friday, August 13th      Interschool Sports 

Year 5 Secondary College Experience 

Tuesday, August 17th    Hot Food Day orders due back 

Wednesday, August 18th    Hot Food Day 

Friday, August 20th     Interschool Sports 

Please note: all of the dates listed above are subject to change. 
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CURRICULUM  

This month saw yet another return to remote and flexible learning with very little prior notice.  The 

students managed the changing situation with remarkable resilience, and I want to thank our 

parent community for their support and cooperation when it came to revisiting the systems and 

protocols in place, accessing Google Classroom, attending Google Meets and working with your 

child to complete the tasks sent out by the staff.  While we hope we will not need to re-enter such 

a situation, I would like to remind everybody about the importance of making the situation work for 

you and your family.  We understand that there are families in our community in which there is a 

parent who is available to support their child throughout the day, while there are also families in 

which parents work from home so have to try to balance everything.  If you need any supports 

from the school, please reach out at any stage but also remember that we know it’s not ideal and 

do not expect you and your child to tick everything off the list.   

Because of restrictions, there have been several school events that we have had to cancel.  We 

will reschedule our Community Maths Afternoon in Term 3 and will also link up the groups that 

missed their opportunity to share their class item at assembly with other groups.  We will keep you 

posted of the agreed dates once finalised.  

During the term holidays, and dependent on the restrictions easing, Seaford Park Primary School 

will host professional development for teachers in Multi-Sensory Structured Language (MSL).  This 

approach is currently in use in the Prep classrooms, and we are hoping to extend it across the 

Junior School in Semester 2.  As well as our Junior School 

teachers attending for 5 full days, we will have teachers 

visiting from a range of schools across the region.  

As well as learning how to read, our students learn how to use reading as a research skill; they 

learn how to write and how to use writing as a communication tool and they learn how to use their 

mathematical skills to make sense of the world. In practising these literacy and numeracy skills, 

the students engage in research through our Integrated Units.  4/5A have been studying planets 

this term.  I think we can all agree that the violent emu should remain seated under those 

newspapers!  
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We would like to share what we have learnt about what’s orbiting in our Solar System.   

My Mercury The closest planet to the sun 
and the core is made of lava. 
By Kianie and Abby. 

Violent  Venus Has 37 volcanos and a surface 
made of sulfur dioxide. By 
Hannah, Tiana, and Inca 

Emu  Earth We enjoyed learning about 
Earth’s weather, particularly 
Melbourne’s 4 seasons in 1 
day. By Beau, Maddox, and 
Silas 

 Earth’s Moon The craters make it look lumpy. 
By Jackson 

Might  Mars Was formed when gravity 
pulled, circling gas and dust. 
By Alex and Xavier 

Just  Jupiter Has 7 invisible rings and is so 
big our model had to be 
placed on the whiteboard. By 
Sophia, Patrick, and Cam 

Sit  Saturn Its rings are made of ice and 
rock and vary in size. By 
Felicity and Bella 

Under  Uranus First planet to be founded 
using a telescope. By Noah, 
Ruby and Bailee 

Newspapers  Neptune Famous for raining a girl’s best 
friend (diamonds). By Meeka, 
Lilianna and Kelsey    

Mnemonic device, to 
remember the order of the 

planets. 
By Meeka  

Pluto The 9th planet which is 5.0895 
billion kilometres away as of 
30/4/2021. By Mitchell and 
Logan 
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The students in Years 1 and 2 held a showcase for the Preps on the last day of term, presenting 

their learning on Australian animals.  How many different animals can you spot? 

 

THINGS TO DO ON THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  (SCHOOL LEADER) 

Our School Leader, Hannah Tyzack, came up with some ideas of what you can do over the 

holidays: 

Movie Day  
 
Watch a movie with your family. 

Technology free day 
 
Try going a whole day without 
technology.  

Go for a walk 
 
Get some fresh air and some 
exercise. 

Game day  
 
Get your family together and play 
some board games. 

Go for a bike ride  
 
Go for a bike ride with your 
family. 

Read a book  
 
Reading a book is a good way to 
relax. 

Have a picnic in your 
backyard  
 
Find a nice day and have lunch 
outside. 

Make your own obstacle 
course. 
 
Challenge your ability by putting 
hula hoops & other toys on the 
ground to make a course.   

Bake a cake  
 
Ask an adult if they want to do 
some baking. Make some 
muffins, cakes and other things. 

 

Most of all have a wonderful and safe school holidays. 

BREAD TAGS (ENVIRONMENT LEADERS) 

We have started to collect bread tags for 

wheelchairs - they get the bread tag and 

recycle them into wheelchairs. 

There will be a box near the office and it will have a 

label saying bread tags for wheelchairs 
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GAME OF THE MONTH (PLAY LEADERS) 

The games of the month are ‘Chase a Thief’ and ‘Crab Football’.  

The rules of Chase a Thief are: 

• The student leader chooses a student to sit in the middle of a circle made by the rest of the 

students. 

• The middle student has a beanbag balance on their head. 

• One student from the large circle is selected by the student leader to try to remove the 

beanbag from the head of the centre student. 

• Upon the successful removal of the beanbag, he/she walks out and around the circle and 

attempts to get back to their space. 

 

Crab Football is an indoor game: 

• The Student Leader divides the students into two 

teams identified by colour bibs or bands. 

• The students sit down on the floor and place their hands behind them ready to lift their 

backsides from the ground, rising on their feet and hands to resemble a crab. 

• Goals are set up at each end of defined area. 

• Students pass the ball and between their teams using their feet and try to score in the 

goals.  

ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 

We are very pleased with the feedback that the students have provided to us through the recently 

completed Attitudes to School Survey.  The students reported higher levels of satisfaction than 

previous years across most areas of the survey.  While the results are currently only preliminary 

as we await the publication of the final report, we are excited that we are tracking well to achieve 

all of our AIP goals, which include: 

- Effective classroom behaviour  

- Sense of connectedness 

- Self-regulation and goal setting  

We will publish the final results once the report is complete.  
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ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN UPDATE 

Our Senior Education Improvement Leader (SEIL), Angela Pollard, met with the School 

Improvement Team in June to support us as we monitored our progress towards our Annual 

Implementation Plan targets.  Our goals for the year are based around Mathematics, School Wide 

Positive Behaviour Supports (SWPBS) and building our school community.   

We have been focusing a lot of our staff professional development on Mathematics and increasing 

our teachers’ capacity to teach the foundational skills required by successful mathematicians.  We 

will continue this work through Semester 2 and are confident that we are having a big impact on 

the students’ understanding, fluency, reasoning and problem solving.  

Our work in SWPBS has been focused on building our ‘Tier 1’ practices.  This involves setting 

whole school expectations in relation to acceptable behaviours in the classrooms and around the 

school.  You can read more about the students’ feedback below. 

Parent communication is high on our agenda in building our school community.  Our plan for Term 

2 was for each team to send out 3 newsletters – one at the beginning of the term, which was 

achieved, followed by 2 updates through the term.  For Term 2, this has included the organic 

update parents received during Remote and Flexible Learning (RFL) in relation to their child(ren)’s 

learning, and school reports, which were sent out last week.  We will communicate our 

communication plan for Term 3 early next term.  

FURNITURE UPGRADE 

Students across the school have been testing out some new chairs for us this 

month.  Our plan is to upgrade all of the classroom furniture over the next 

couple of years and our starting point is to find the best chair.  The students 

are evaluating the chairs on comfort, useability, weight and aesthetics.  Once 

we have settled on a particular chair, we will start choosing the rest of the 

furniture to ensure our classrooms are flexible spaces in which the students feel comfortable and 

where choice and collaboration is celebrated.  We’ll keep you posted.  
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SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORTS  

Our School-wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) focus this month 

has been setting up a whole school reward system to recognise students 

for displaying our school values of Learner at the Centre, Diversity, and 

the Social Nature of Learning.  

The SWPBS framework is a three-tiered model - we are currently implementing Tier 1. At this 

level, we aim to prevent unwanted behaviours by clearly defining the behaviours that we do want 

students to demonstrate at school. To achieve this, we directly teach the expected behaviours and 

acknowledge students with positive praise and recognition for demonstrating them.  

When a behaviour is reinforced, or rewarded, it is much more likely to be repeated. For example, 

when you do something that earns a smile, a thumbs up, or praise from someone, it is more likely 

that you will do that thing again. This is the underlining principle of positive behaviour support.  

 

From Term 3, students will begin receiving tokens showing which of the school values they have 

successfully demonstrated at school. Children that earn a token will be celebrated in their class 

and their tokens will be collected and used towards whole class rewards. The class that earns the 

most tokens each month will have our SWPBS mascot, Parker, visit them. Parker loves to dress 

up and we expect that there will be some amazing outfits created and some exciting adventures to 

report in coming months.  
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INDIGENOUS GARDEN 

Work is well under way in our Indigenous Garden, which will hopefully be completed on time for 

our return to school at the beginning of Term 3.  The Preps have been closely monitoring the 

situation and have been recording the progress in their class writing.   

  

 

One cold Tuesday morning, just outside our classroom window, 

a fence appeared! Seaford Park Primary School was under 

construction. 

On Wednesday, the excavators began to groan.  Grumble… 

rumble… rumble… as they scraped the earth.  

On Thursday, the dump truck arrived carrying enormous rocks.  

Beep… beep… beep… crash… crash… bang! The digger’s 

huge metal claw grabbed the rocks and held them in place. 

On Friday, the rain set in.  There was mud there, here, mud 

everywhere! Clunk, slip… puff!  The digger was struggling to lift 

the slippery rocks.  

 

Unfortunately, work slowed down this week so the Preps have not been able to complete their 

story.  We will let you know how their story turns out in our July newsletter.  
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SMILE SQUAD 

We have been invited to participate in the Victorian 

Government’s school dental program – Smile Squad 

– in Term 3.  The program provides free dental care 

to all Victorian primary and secondary students in 

government schools. 

Regular dental checks can prevent or address 

dental health issues before they become serious.   

 

What’s included? 

All services below are available free of charge: 

Annual oral health examination –  

Examination, x-rays when required, oral health and dietary advice, coaching and preventive 

interventions, including application of fluoride varnish. 

Please note: The program does not include orthodontics or cosmetic procedures 

 

Oral health promotion 

Each child will receive a free dental pack – toothbrush, toothpaste and oral health education 

material. 

 

Follow up treatment 

Onsite dental van – fillings etc. 

More complex treatments (including root canal treatment, complex restorations and complex or 

surgical extractions may need to be conducted at a local community dental agency. 

 

Consent forms will be sent out to families in the first weeks of Term 3 and we will let you know 

once the dates have been confirmed. Please contact Melanie French if you require assistance 

completing the forms or if you have further questions. 
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SEMESTER 1 REPORTS 

 You have 

hopefully had some time to read through your child’s report that was sent home via Compass last 

Friday.  If you need a hard copy, please let us know and we’ll print it for you. 

School reports are an important communication tool and help to keep you informed of how your 

child is doing.  Teachers put a lot of time and energy into these reports, mostly during their own 

time outside of school hours and on the weekends, to ensure you get the most accurate 

information possible.  Parent teacher interviews will be organised early next term, at which you will 

have an opportunity to ask questions.   

We would love your feedback on our approach to school reports, which you can provide using this 

link.  

SCOUTS AND SCHOOLS MONSTER RAFFLE  

Click on the image to visit the website for more information and to purchase tickets.   

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4pwi3_-vOErG-_M3SlI3f07ciSHpTqVwZk0QeK_OiSp8P7A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4pwi3_-vOErG-_M3SlI3f07ciSHpTqVwZk0QeK_OiSp8P7A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://scoutsvic.raffletix.com.au/?ref=mcw5g&aref=8kw&sref=


 

 12 

Newsletter: June 2021 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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